
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H12107November 21, 2003
later today. These building blocks will 
continue to provide substantial stim-
ulus over the coming months. 

Most importantly, we must remem-
ber that America’s strength comes 
from its workers, its small business 
owners, and its families dedicated to a 
better way of life. As a Congress, we 
must continue to assist our working 
men and women by removing the ob-
stacles so they can capture the Amer-
ican dream. 

f 

NEVER NEVER LAND OF 
CORPORATE WELFARE 

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle 
always talk about being the protectors 
of the free market system and believes 
if the free market would operate with-
out government hindrance, business 
would be fine and society would be fine. 

This week this House passed an en-
ergy bill that gave $20 billion of tax-
payer money to companies to do drill-
ing for oil, do their basic services, 
when they should be doing that on 
their own without taxpayer subsidies. 

Now, we are about to pass a prescrip-
tion drug bill that pays HMOs $80 bil-
lion to provide health insurance. 

These are the bastions of capitalism? 
We used to have ‘‘end welfare as we 
know it.’’ This is a new form of wel-
fare. These are businesses who have 
come to rely on the government sub-
sidies as the only way to operate their 
businesses. I think that today, rather 
than being the culture of the protec-
tors of capitalism and the principles of 
capitalism, the Republican Party has 
become the bastions of the culture of 
welfare and we need to end welfare as 
it is being abused in our society. 

Lately, the way I have seen our gov-
ernment turn into literally a culture of 
welfare for corporate and special inter-
ests, I am beginning to think that we 
have been caught captive in the Never 
Never Land. It is not Michael Jackson, 
it is us who have been caught here in 
this culture of welfare that has come 
to dominate and be used by businesses 
that have come to rely on the govern-
ment, and the taxpayers more impor-
tantly, to afford their basic bottom 
line.

f 

ADOPTION INFORMATION ACT 

(Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, this Saturday, November 22, 
numerous organizations will join to-
gether in celebration of National Adop-
tion Day to recognize the many bless-
ings afforded by adoption. In honor of 
this day, I would like to draw attention 
to a bill that I introduced this year 
that seeks to raise awareness of adop-

tion, the Adoption Information Act, 
H.R. 1229. 

Essentially, the Adoption Informa-
tion Act would require all federally 
funded clinics to provide a detailed 
pamphlet of adoption referral informa-
tion to all people seeking family plan-
ning services. All too often, women 
seeking pregnancy counseling do not 
receive all the information necessary 
to make an informed decision. Infor-
mation on what adoption is and refer-
ral for adoption services are rarely dis-
cussed at all, and when they are that 
information is often inaccurate and in-
complete. 

H.R. 1229 aims to ensure that women 
are empowered with the accurate and 
complete information they need to 
make informed decisions. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the Adoption Information Act. 

f 

FIRST DO NO HARM 

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to respond to one of my physician 
colleagues who was on the floor last 
evening and speak to others who think 
that they and we ought to support the 
conference report on Medicare reform. 
One of the most important tenets of 
the oath we take as physicians is that 
we must do no harm. This is to guide 
us in our practice and our interactions 
with both our patients and society. 

The Medicare bill that will be before 
us today will do much harm by threat-
ening to take away retiree prescription 
drug coverage. By refusing to provide 
wraparound coverage for poor seniors 
and disabled on Medicare, it will ex-
clude many poor, disabled, and elderly 
by means testing, and most of all it 
will begin to destroy this important 
program which so many depend on and 
need. 

Mr. Speaker, if this bill were to pass 
tomorrow, it would not help one senior 
next year. We have time to do it right 
and fulfill the promise we made to pro-
vide a comprehensive plan. Physicians, 
do not allow our profession to be used 
to pass a bad bill or hurt our patients. 

I urge physicians to call their rep-
resentatives and tell them to vote 
‘‘no.’’ I urge my colleagues to vote 
‘‘no.’’

Whether physician or Member of Con-
gress, above all we must do no harm. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF MOTIONS TO SUSPEND THE 
RULES 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 456 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 456

Resolved, That it shall be in order at any 
time on the legislative day of Friday, No-

vember 21, 2003, for the Speaker to entertain 
motions that the House suspend the rules. 
The Speaker or his designee shall consult 
with the Minority Leader or her designee on 
the designation of any matter for consider-
ation pursuant to this resolution.

b 0915 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SIMPSON). The gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. SESSIONS) is recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN), 
pending which I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only. 

Mr. Speaker, this rule provides for 
suspensions that will be in order at any 
time on the legislative day of Friday, 
November 21, 2003. It also provides that 
the Speaker or his designee will con-
sult with the minority leader or her 
designee on any suspension considered 
under the rule. 

Mr. Speaker, as I noted yesterday, 
the Republican leadership of this House 
has set out on an aggressive legislative 
plan for this week on behalf of the 
American people. The goal of this plan 
is to pass a number of bills over the 
next few days which will dramatically 
improve the quality of life for all 
Americans. 

This week we have already succeeded 
in passing an energy conference report 
that will bring our Nation’s outdated 
energy policy into the 21st century 
through comprehensive legislation that 
promotes conservation, reduces Amer-
ica’s growing dependence on foreign 
oil, and creates new jobs and cleaner 
skies. 

Today we will consider legislation to 
make sure that America uses best prac-
tices technology and procedures to pre-
vent tragic wildfires, like the ones that 
California just suffered through, from 
ravaging our Nation’s forests. This im-
portant bipartisan legislation takes a 
healthy step forward in providing a 
better approach to addressing the prob-
lems that have to date prevented the 
proper management of forest health on 
private forest land. 

This bill creates new programs to de-
tect and suppress dangerous forest 
pests. It also creates two new programs 
which help family forest owners to 
manage their forests, protect water-
sheds, and help to protect wildlife on 
private lands. Both of these programs 
use a nonregulatory, incentive-based 
approach to promote conservation, 
rather than a top-down, one-size-fits-
all regulatory approach. 

For the balance of the week, we are 
slated to consider legislation to, among 
other things: 

Number one, to authorize spending 
levels for the intelligence activities we 
need to win the war. 

Number two, to reform Medicare to 
make sure that more of our seniors 
have the prescription drug coverage 
that they need while giving them much 
more and more choices for their health 
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